
 
DRAFT 

MINUTES OF THE BRENTWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Electronic Meeting Via Zoom 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Chair M. Bisnoff called the meeting to order at about 7: 00  p.m.  

 
The Chair called the roll; due to technical difficulties with the Zoom platform, the following attendees were 
identified via visual presence or roll call.  
 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 
Abramson, Daniel 
Alkov, Georgia 
Aronson, Michelle 
Binder, John 
Bisnoff, Michelle 
Blum, Len 
Brown, Pamela 
Dohrmann, Barbara 
Edmunds, Eric 
Erdosi, Sidney 
Goldstein, Doris 
Jordan, Carolyn 
Lynch-Knight, Victoria 
Klein, Raymond 
Morgan, Charley 
Simmons, Sheila 

Stein, Richard 
Tenzer, Gary 
Watts, Larry 
 
ALTERNATES  
Adomian, Jerry 
Durbin, Kathleen 
Freedman, Nancy 
Hulett, Judie-Safety 
Morganthaler, Alisa 
Polier, Michael 
Rose, Herb 
Smoller, Neil (New Brentwood Glen 
Alternate) 
 
 
 

  
*Note:  Only those Representatives and Alternates who announced their presence at the outset of the 
meeting or were visible until 710PM PST were counted. 
 
Guest Speaker 
The chair next introduced State Sen. Ben Allen for lengthy Q&A. 
 
Sen. Allen explained that he is a longtime resident of Senate District 26, having grown up Santa 
Monica. He first addressed the pending housing bill, SB1120, in general. He said there is a strong 
current of feeling in the legislature in Sacramento that California needs much more new housing and 
that local government is an obstacle to achieving this goal. He does not believe that tax credits alone 
will lead to materially more new housing. Developing more affordable housing is particularly difficult 
to achieve from an economic standpoint because it often “doesn’t pencil out.”   He acknowledges 
resistance to the current batch of housing bills, but noted that in some areas of District 26 
constituents are very pro-housing and support state legislation to bring it about.  While he hasn’t 
carefully studied SB 1120, he is surprised at the opposition to SB 1120, because he has been told it 
doesn’t override local zoning regulations in terms of set-backs, height restrictions etc. In general he 
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supports retaining control over land use laws at the county and city level, not the State level and 
believes local government should determine how to meet their housing needs. 
 

1. Local Government Representatives.  
a. Mayor’s Office.  The Chair recognized Kevin Taylor who is the new Westside Field 

Deputy for Mayor Garcetti, who introduced himself and spoke briefly. 
b. CD-11. The Chair recognized Durrah Wagner who introduced herself as the new field 

deputy for Brentwood succeeding Lisa Cahill who has taken a position with a 
non-profit. She also introduced new senior planning deputy Jason Douglas. 

c. SLO Kirk Report.  Was not available. [See stats in presentation from meeting]. 
 

2.  ​BCC Committee Reports 
a. Land Use- Josh Stephens- reported on a presentation and discussion with Abundant            

Housing Los Angeles. Per the Regional Housing Needs Allocation, the city of Los             
Angeles needs to zone for an additional 440,000 units. Abundant Housing discussed            
this process and potential allocations for Brentwood, which could include up-zoning of            
certain parts of Brentwood. Abundant Housing does not support up-zoning in areas of             
high fire danger. Discussion was held but there were no related action items. 

b. Transportation- Doris Goldstein [See attached presentation for full update]. 
c. Environmental/Coral Trees - Nancy Freedman reported the committee will meet next           

Tuesday, September 1 at 5:00 pm as a public forum to discuss the state of the coral                 
trees, ground covers and sprinklers. 

d. Public Schools-Mary Kallaher - School supply drive for Brentwood Science Magnet 
e. Independent Schools - Gennifer Yoshimaru - Update on State process for opening            

schools due to Covid. 
f. Ministerial- Pam Brown- No report. 
g. Homelessness- Michelle Bisnoff - Covid preventing street sanitation clean ups per CDC            

guidelines; LA Alliance court case moving slowly.  
h. Civic and Cultural Affairs - Sheila Simmons - New Book by Getty Museum, online              

courses at Brentwood library. 
i. General BCC Board Comment- The chair recognized Michael Polier who spoke briefly            

concerning the new 90049 Committee which is seeking subject matter experts and is             
reaching to involve Brentwood residents under the age of 50 in Brentwood. Members             
were encouraged to join or suggest new members by contacting Mr. Polier. 

3. Approval of Minutes.  ​Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the draft minutes of the 
June 10, 2020 were approved. 

4. Public Comment ​A public comment was made to the effect that middle range priced housing 
options are needed in Brentwood. 

5. Adjournment.  ​The Chair invited a motion to adjourn an upon a motion duly made and 
seconded, the meeting was adjourned sine die at approximately 9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Larry Watts, Secretary 
  
Attachment: BCC Aug 2020 Slide Deck 
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